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Introduction:

Nomadic communities represent a unique and resilient way of life, characterised by mobility,
adaptability, and a deep sense of communal solidarity. For generations, these communities have
traversed vast landscapes, following established routes that serve as lifelines for their survival and
cultural expression. Along these routes lie traditional stopping places, sacred sites where nomads
pause to rest, engage in trade and participate in cultural exchanges that have been passed down
through generations.

The very existence of these routes and stopping places is increasingly under threat. Rapid
urbanisation, expanding infrastructure projects, and encroaching development have led to the
closure or restriction of many traditional routes. These encroachments not only disrupt the flow of
nomadic life but also pose a direct threat to the cultural heritage and identity of these communities.

The consequences of these disruptions extend far beyond mere inconvenience. Nomadic
communities face profound challenges in accessing essential services, maintaining their cultural
practices, and preserving their way of life. The closure of traditional routes and stopping places not
only undermines their ability to sustain themselves economically but also erodes the social fabric
that binds their communities together.

In response to these challenges, advocating for negotiated stopping policies emerges as a
promising solution. Negotiated stopping recognises the inherent value of nomadic cultures and
seeks to reconcile the needs of both nomadic and settled communities. Rather than resorting to
punitive measures that criminalise nomadic lifestyles, negotiated stopping prioritises dialogue,
collaboration, and mutual respect.

By formalising negotiations between authorities and nomadic groups, these policies aim to identify
mutually acceptable solutions for temporary encampments. This approach ensures that nomads
can access essential services, maintain their cultural practices, and contribute positively to the
broader community while also addressing concerns related to public safety, environmental impact,
and land use.

Negotiated stopping policies foster community cohesion and resilience by fostering understanding
and cooperation among diverse stakeholders. By recognising and accommodating the needs of
nomadic groups within the legal framework, these policies promote social inclusion, reduce conflict,
and cultivate a sense of belonging among all members of society.

In essence, advocating for negotiated stopping policies represents not only a practical response to
the challenges faced by nomadic communities but also a reaffirmation of our collective commitment
to diversity, cultural heritage, and social justice. By embracing the principles of dialogue, equity,
and inclusivity, we can pave the way for a more harmonious coexistence between tradition and
modernity, ensuring that all communities, regardless of their lifestyle, have the opportunity to thrive
and flourish.



What is negotiated stopping: 

Negotiated stopping involves local authorities collaborating with Gypsies and Travellers to manage
unauthorised stopping. Agreements encompass various aspects like waste disposal and service
provision, aiming to promote good relations. These agreements typically last around 28 days but can vary
in duration. While negotiated agreements are in place, authorities retain the option to pursue legal action
if necessary. Negotiated stopping methods may include providing temporary facilities, distinct from
permanent transit sites.

A Brief Historical Overview:

The historical treatment of Gypsies and Travellers in England traces back to the Egyptians Act of 1530,
which sought to expel them from the country. Over centuries, punitive laws and societal attitudes
subjected them to discrimination and persecution, including executions until the 1660s. During World
War II, Gypsies were utilised as labour but also fell victim to Nazi atrocities. Post-war tolerance was
short-lived, as land scarcity led to tighter controls, urban migration, and legislative measures like the
Caravan Sites Act of 1960. This act restricted access to common land, pushing more Gypsies onto
roadsides. Subsequent legislation, such as the 1968 Caravan Sites Act, aimed to address
accommodation needs but often fell short, perpetuating marginalisation and hardship for Gypsy and
Traveller communities.

Challenges to the Law:

In 1995, a significant legal judgment highlighted the obligation of local authorities to consider the
circumstances of Gypsies and Travellers before eviction. The case, R v Wealden District Council ex
parte Wales, emphasised the importance of humanitarian considerations in addressing fundamental
human needs for shelter and security. This landmark ruling underscored the need for sensitivity and
compassion in dealing with marginalised communities, recognising their right to dignity and basic living
conditions. The Court of Appeal, in The Mayor and Burgesses of the London Borough of Bromley v
Persons Unknown [2020] EWCA Civ 12,  delivered a unanimous judgment reaffirming the rights of the
Romany (‘Gypsy’) and Traveller communities to live in accordance with their traditional, nomadic way
of life.

The Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act 2022:

The Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act, now enacted, exacerbates the existing shortage of
legal stopping places for nomadic Gypsies and Travellers. Effective June 28, 2022, this law introduces
severe penalties, including imprisonment, hefty fines, or property confiscation for those residing in
roadside camps. Its broad scope leaves room for interpretation, potentially affecting anyone embracing
a nomadic lifestyle, whether by cultural tradition, personal choice, or socioeconomic necessity.

Given the ramifications of this legislation, it is crucial for individuals presently living nomadically or
contemplating such a lifestyle to be adequately prepared for potential legal challenges and
consequences.

https://www.negotiatedstopping.co.uk/ns-explained
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egyptians_Act_1554https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egyptians_Act_1554
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1968/52/contents
https://vlex.co.uk/vid/r-v-wealden-district-802723865
https://vlex.co.uk/vid/r-v-wealden-district-802723865
https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWCA/Civ/2020/12.html
https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWCA/Civ/2020/12.html
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2022/32/contents/enacted


Nomadism is an enshrined right:

The right to live a nomadic lifestyle is enshrined and protected by various international human rights
instruments, including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. These documents recognise the inherent dignity and worth of all
individuals and affirm the right of every person to choose their place of residence and way of life.

For Gypsies and Travellers, nomadism is not merely a lifestyle choice but an integral part of their
cultural identity and heritage. For centuries, Gypsies and Travellers communities have maintained
nomadic traditions, following seasonal routes, and stopping at specific locations for trade, rest, and
cultural exchange. These nomadic practices are deeply rooted in Gypsy and Traveller culture and hold
significant spiritual, social, and economic importance for these communities.

Facilitating the right to live nomadically is crucial for Gypsy and Traveller communities to preserve their
cultural identity, maintain social cohesion, and sustain their traditional way of life. Nomadism enables
Gypsy and Traveller individuals and families to maintain close-knit community bonds, pass down
cultural traditions and values to future generations, and participate in cultural activities that are central
to their identity.

Nomadism provides Gypsy and Traveller communities with flexibility and resilience in the face of social,
economic, and environmental challenges. Nomadic lifestyles allow Gypsy and Traveller individuals to
adapt to changing circumstances, seek opportunities for livelihood and sustenance, and maintain
connections with other Gypsy and Traveller communities across regions and borders.

Gypsy and Traveller communities often face obstacles and discrimination in exercising their right to live
nomadically. Encroachments on traditional stopping places, restrictive legislation, and discriminatory
attitudes from settled communities and authorities hinder Gypsy and Traveller individuals' ability to
practice their nomadic way of life freely.

Governments, policymakers, and civil society need to recognise and respect the right of Gypsy and
Traveller communities to live nomadically. This includes providing legal recognition and protection for
traditional stopping places, ensuring access to essential services such as water, sanitation, and
education, and promoting inclusive policies that accommodate the diverse needs and aspirations of
Gypsy and Traveller individuals and families.

By facilitating the right to live nomadically, we can uphold the principles of equality, diversity, and
cultural rights and create a society where all individuals can freely express their cultural identity and live
in dignity and harmony with others.



Negotiation is nothing new: 

Negotiated stopping embodies a time-honoured tradition within nomadic communities, reflecting their
adaptive strategies for securing temporary resting places along their routes. Through informal
negotiations with local authorities, landowners, and community leaders, nomads have historically
obtained permission to camp temporarily in specific locations. These negotiations, often conducted
through informal channels like verbal agreements or mutual understandings, have been vital for
ensuring the well-being and survival of nomadic groups.

These informal negotiations have enabled nomads to access essential services such as water,
pastureland, and healthcare, ensuring the health and welfare of their families and livestock.  Negotiated
stopping has allowed nomadic communities to maintain their cultural practices and traditions, including
rituals, ceremonies, and social gatherings that are integral to their way of life.

Negotiated stopping has fostered peaceful coexistence and mutual respect between nomadic and
settled communities. By engaging in dialogue and collaboration with local authorities and residents,
nomads have demonstrated their commitment to responsible stewardship of the land and resources. In
return, settled communities have often extended hospitality and support to nomadic groups, recognising
the value of their contributions to the local economy and social fabric.

However, despite its effectiveness in meeting the needs of nomadic communities, negotiated stopping
has remained largely informal and undocumented. The lack of formal recognition and legal frameworks
for negotiated stopping has left nomadic communities vulnerable to displacement, eviction, and
marginalisation. Without legal protections and institutional support, nomads face challenges in asserting
their rights to access land and resources, leading to conflicts and tensions with authorities and settled
communities.

While there is a pressing need to formalise and institutionalise negotiated stopping practices to ensure
the rights and well-being of nomadic communities, it is also essential to recognise the inherent
strengths of informal negotiations. Formalising negotiated stopping can enhance transparency,
accountability, and dispute resolution mechanisms, thereby reducing conflicts and promoting peaceful
coexistence between nomadic and settled communities. However, any formalisation efforts must be
undertaken with careful consideration of the cultural, social, and economic dynamics at play, ensuring
that the rights, dignity, and cultural heritage of nomadic communities are respected and upheld.



Advocacy:

Advocating for negotiated stopping necessitates a comprehensive and multifaceted approach that
recognises the complex and diverse needs of nomadic communities. While formalising negotiations with
authorities is undeniably crucial, it is equally imperative to empower nomadic communities to effectively
advocate for their rights and interests. This multifaceted approach encompasses capacity building,
community engagement, and legal advocacy to ensure that negotiated stopping policies are not only
inclusive and equitable but also sustainable in the long term.

Capacity building stands as a fundamental pillar of this approach, focusing on enhancing the skills,
knowledge, and resources available to nomadic communities. By providing training and educational
opportunities on negotiation techniques, legal rights, and advocacy strategies, nomads can strengthen
their ability to engage in constructive dialogue with authorities and effectively articulate their needs and
concerns. Capacity-building initiatives can facilitate the development of leadership skills within nomadic
communities, empowering individuals to represent their communities' interests and navigate complex
negotiation processes.

Community engagement plays a pivotal role in ensuring that negotiated stopping policies are responsive
to the diverse needs and aspirations of nomadic communities. Through inclusive and participatory
processes, stakeholders can come together to identify shared goals, develop collaborative solutions,
and build mutual trust and understanding. Community engagement initiatives may include meetings,
focus group discussions, and participatory decision-making forums, providing platforms for nomads to
voice their perspectives and contribute to shaping negotiated stopping policies that reflect their lived
experiences and priorities.

Legal advocacy serves as a crucial mechanism for safeguarding the rights and interests of nomadic
communities within the framework of negotiated stopping. Legal advocates can work alongside nomadic
communities to navigate complex legal systems, challenge discriminatory practices, and advocate for
policy reforms that recognise and protect the rights of nomads to access land, resources, and essential
services. Legal advocacy efforts can help ensure that negotiated stopping policies adhere to
international human rights standards, promoting inclusivity, non-discrimination, and accountability in
decision-making processes.

By adopting a multifaceted approach to advocating for negotiated stopping, stakeholders can address
the complex and interconnected challenges facing nomadic communities while promoting their rights,
dignity, and well-being. Through capacity building, community engagement, and legal advocacy,
nomads can assert their agency, amplify their voices, and contribute to the development of inclusive
and sustainable policies that respect their cultural heritage and support their continued resilience and
vitality.



Formal negotiated stopping policies: 

Travelling represents an integral aspect of Gypsies and Travellers' cultural heritage and way of life,
with many families continuing to embrace this tradition, following in the footsteps of their ancestors.
However, for travelling to be sustainable and dignified, it is imperative that Gypsy and Traveller
communities have the ability to stop in safe and secure conditions and access basic facilities such as
sanitation and waste disposal along their routes.

Negotiated stopping emerges as a balanced approach to managing roadside camps, offering a
mutually beneficial agreement between local authorities and Gypsy and Traveller families. Through
negotiated stopping, both parties collaborate to address concerns related to waste disposal, temporary
facilities, and the appropriate selection of camping sites, sometimes redirecting Gypsy and Traveller
communities away from contentious public spaces to more suitable council land. This collaborative
approach fosters mutual respect and understanding, acknowledging the needs and rights of both
settled and nomadic communities.

Importantly, negotiated stopping has demonstrated its effectiveness in achieving significant savings in
public spending while simultaneously reducing social costs for Gypsy and Traveller communities. By
providing access to basic amenities and temporary facilities, negotiated stopping mitigates the need for
costly enforcement measures such as rapid evictions and legal proceedings. It promotes social
inclusion and integration by fostering positive relationships between Gypsy and Traveller communities
and local authorities, contributing to greater harmony and cohesion within society.

In contrast, the preferred approach for many local authorities remains rapid eviction of roadside
families, which carries significant negative impacts for both Gypsy and Traveller communities and
wider society. Rapid evictions exacerbate social inequalities, disrupt community cohesion, and
perpetuate cycles of poverty and marginalisation among Gypsy and Traveller families.  Such heavy-
handed tactics often strain relations between authorities and Gypsy and Traveller communities, fueling
distrust and resentment and undermining efforts to promote social inclusion and equality.

In conclusion, negotiated stopping offers a pragmatic and compassionate solution to managing
roadside camps, addressing the needs and concerns of both Gypsy and Traveller communities and
local authorities. By prioritising dialogue, collaboration, and mutual respect, negotiated stopping paves
the way for sustainable and inclusive policies that uphold the rights and dignity of all members of
society. It is imperative that local authorities recognise the value of negotiated stopping and work
towards its widespread adoption to foster greater social cohesion, reduce public spending, and
promote the well-being of Gypsy and Traveller communities.



Informal negotiated stopping:

Informal negotiations between individual Gypsy and Traveller families and authorities serve as a
practical and culturally sensitive approach to addressing the unique needs and circumstances of
nomadic communities. This form of negotiation accommodates short-term stays for religious
observances, weddings, medical procedures, and other cultural events, allowing Gypsy and Traveller
families to maintain their traditions and way of life while ensuring their access to essential services
and facilities.

Firstly, informal negotiations for short-term stays recognise the traditional practices and customs of
Gypsy and Traveller communities. For generations, these communities have relied on temporary
stops for religious ceremonies, weddings, and other cultural events, which hold deep significance in
their cultural identity. By engaging in informal negotiations, authorities acknowledge and respect
these traditions, fostering mutual understanding and cooperation between nomadic and settled
communities.

Informal negotiations enable relationship building between individual Gypsy and Traveller families
and local authorities, facilitating trust and communication. Unlike formal bureaucratic processes,
which can be impersonal and cumbersome, informal negotiations allow for direct and personalised
interactions, where concerns and needs can be addressed in a timely and respectful manner. This
fosters a sense of partnership and collaboration, laying the foundation for constructive engagement
and conflict resolution in the future.

Informal negotiations often revolve around the use of traditional stopping places, which hold immense
cultural and historical significance for Gypsy and Traveller communities. These stopping places serve
as vital hubs for social, economic, and cultural activities, providing a sense of belonging and
continuity for nomadic families. By recognising and preserving traditional stopping places through
informal negotiations, authorities contribute to the preservation of cultural heritage and identity, while
also promoting social cohesion and integration.

In conclusion, informal negotiations between individual Gypsy and Traveller families and authorities
offer a flexible and culturally sensitive approach to managing short-term stays for religious, weddings,
and medical procedures. By recognising traditional practices, building relationships, and preserving
traditional stopping places, informal negotiations uphold the rights and dignity of Gypsy and Traveller
communities while promoting harmony and understanding within society. It is essential for authorities
to embrace this approach and work collaboratively with nomadic communities to ensure their needs
are met while respecting their cultural heritage and way of life.



Identifying places to stop:

Identification of suitable land, in cooperation with neighbouring authorities, presents a proactive and
forward-thinking approach to accommodating the needs of Gypsy and Traveller communities,
particularly in situations where traditional stopping places are no longer accessible. This proactive
accommodation strategy not only benefits Gypsy and Traveller communities but also yields positive
outcomes for the wider community and can result in significant savings to public budgets.

When traditional stopping places become inaccessible due to urbanisation, development, or other
factors, authorities need to collaborate with neighbouring jurisdictions to identify alternative sites that
can meet the needs of nomadic communities. By working together, authorities can leverage their
collective resources, expertise, and land availability to identify suitable locations that provide safe and
adequate accommodation for Gypsy and Traveller families.

Proactive accommodation through the identification of suitable land allows authorities to address the
housing needs of Gypsy and Traveller communities sustainably and equitably. By providing access to
designated sites with basic amenities such as water, sanitation, and waste disposal facilities,
authorities can ensure that nomadic families have a secure and dignified place to stay while travelling.
This proactive approach mitigates the risk of unauthorised encampments and reduces the likelihood of
conflicts between nomadic and settled communities.

Proactive accommodation offers benefits for the whole community by promoting social inclusion,
cohesion, and integration. By providing designated sites for Gypsy and Traveller families, authorities
foster a sense of belonging and mutual respect within society, where all members can coexist
harmoniously. Additionally, designated sites can serve as platforms for cultural exchange, dialogue,
and collaboration between nomadic and settled communities, enriching the social fabric and
promoting understanding and tolerance.

From a financial perspective, proactive accommodation can result in significant savings to public
budgets. By providing designated sites with basic infrastructure, authorities can reduce the costs
associated with enforcement measures such as evictions, legal proceedings, and cleanup efforts
related to unauthorised encampments. Furthermore, proactive accommodation can lead to long-term
cost savings by addressing the root causes of social issues and promoting the well-being and stability
of Gypsy and Traveller communities.

In conclusion, proactive accommodation through the identification of suitable land in cooperation with
neighbouring authorities offers a viable and sustainable solution to address the housing needs of
Gypsy and Traveller communities, particularly in cases where traditional stopping places are no longer
accessible. By providing designated sites with basic amenities, authorities can promote social
inclusion, cohesion, and integration while achieving significant savings to public budgets. Authorities
must embrace this proactive approach and work collaboratively with nomadic communities to ensure
their rights and dignity are upheld while fostering greater harmony and understanding within society.



Political will:

Key ingredients for a successful negotiated stopping approach requires a nuanced understanding of the
unique challenges and needs faced by nomadic communities. While negotiated stopping is inherently
adaptable to local contexts and circumstances, there are several fundamental elements that have
consistently proven effective in fostering positive outcomes. These key ingredients encompass political
leadership, provision of basic facilities, a planned approach to temporary stopping, trust and partnership
building, and a coordinated strategy.

Political vision plays a pivotal role in shaping the success of negotiated stopping initiatives. This begins
with a paradigm shift in political attitudes towards travelling and stopping, moving away from viewing
nomadic lifestyles as a "problem" to be solved and towards recognising them as a legitimate part of
cultural diversity. Leaders must set positive examples by promoting inclusivity and respect for nomadic
communities, challenging discriminatory discourse, and upholding principles of equality and human
rights.

Ensuring decent conditions for roadside families is essential for the success of negotiated stopping
approaches. This involves proactive engagement through outreach and dialogue to understand the
specific needs and concerns of nomadic communities. Basic facilities such as access to clean water,
sanitation, and waste disposal are fundamental rights that must be provided to ensure the health and
well-being of nomadic families. Additionally, conducting detailed welfare assessments and providing
follow-up support as needed are critical components of a compassionate and dignified approach.

A planned approach to temporary stopping requires careful consideration and collaboration between
stakeholders. This includes identifying suitable alternatives for stopping places in consultation with
nomadic communities, allocating budgets for dedicated staff and resources to support the temporary
stopping approach, and securing permissions for meanwhile uses on vacant land to provide temporary
accommodations. By taking a proactive and strategic approach, authorities can mitigate potential
conflicts and ensure that the needs of nomadic communities are met in a sustainable manner.

Building trust and partnership between nomadic families, local authorities, police, and other relevant
agencies is foundational to the success of negotiated stopping initiatives. This involves regular
consultations with residents, Gypsies, and Travellers to maintain open lines of communication and
address any concerns or grievances. Empowering local elected members and senior leaders to
challenge discriminatory discourse and advocate for the rights of nomadic communities is essential for
fostering an inclusive and supportive environment.

Finally, a coordinated approach is necessary to ensure the success and sustainability of negotiated
stopping initiatives across different jurisdictions. This includes developing clear policies and guidance to
support negotiated stopping, promoting joint working and infrastructure development across relevant
agencies, allocating staffing and financial resources to support implementation, and establishing robust
monitoring and evaluation mechanisms to assess effectiveness and make necessary adjustments.

By incorporating these key ingredients into negotiated stopping approaches, Councils can create
inclusive, dignified, and sustainable solutions that address the needs and aspirations of nomadic
communities while fostering mutual respect and understanding among all stakeholders involved.



The impact of public discourse:

Public responses to roadside stopping can perpetuate prejudice and reinforce negative stereotypes
about Gypsy and Traveller communities. Across many parts of the country, the reaction to
unauthorised encampments is often hostile, sending clear messages to Gypsy and Traveller families
that they are unwelcome. Local media coverage of these encampments tends to be alarmist, using
language that reinforces negative stereotypes and portrays the camp as a danger to the
neighbourhood. Online articles are quickly published after camps are set up, accompanied by
unpleasant comment threads that may incite hatred.

Unfortunately, these articles rarely provide a balanced perspective by interviewing Travellers or
organisations working with them or investigating the root causes of why families stop in open spaces.
Factors such as the lack of suitable accommodation or the continuation of traditional travel patterns
are often overlooked. Social media exacerbates the situation, with individuals and local officials posting
photos of the camps with messages that reinforce the perception of Travellers as a "problem" needing
urgent resolution.

This phenomenon creates significant pressure on local authorities, particularly for officers in boroughs,
to take immediate action. Negative political and social discourse further contributes to the
marginalisation of Gypsy and Traveller communities and normalises hate crimes against them.
Stereotypes and assumptions can lead to discriminatory actions on the streets, with those living in
camps being targeted for violence, intimidation, and harassment.

Addressing this issue requires a concerted effort to challenge stereotypes, promote understanding,
and foster inclusive communities where all residents feel valued and respected. By promoting
dialogue, education, and collaboration, we can work towards creating a society that embraces diversity
and combats discrimination in all its forms.

Negotiated stopping presents a proactive solution to alleviate the tensions and negative perceptions
surrounding roadside stopping by Gypsy and Traveller communities. By engaging in constructive
dialogue and collaboration between local authorities, residents, and nomadic families, negotiated
stopping allows for the establishment of mutually beneficial agreements regarding temporary stopping
places. This approach not only addresses the immediate accommodation needs of Gypsy and
Traveller families but also fosters understanding and cooperation within the community. 

By providing access to basic facilities and support services, negotiated stopping initiatives promote a
sense of inclusion and respect for nomadic cultures, helping to counteract prejudice and stereotypes.
Negotiated stopping can reduce the likelihood of confrontational encounters and mitigate the need for
reactive enforcement measures, therefore contributing to a more harmonious coexistence between
nomadic and settled communities.



 Recommendations:

1. Formal Recognition: Advocate for the formal recognition of negotiated stopping practices within local
authority policies and procedures. This recognition can help legitimise the agreements reached between
authorities and Gypsies and Travellers, ensuring their rights and needs are addressed.

2. Capacity Building: Provide training and capacity-building programs for local authority officers to
enhance their understanding of the cultural, social, and legal aspects of negotiated stopping. This will
enable officers to engage effectively with Gypsy and Traveller communities and negotiate agreements
that are fair and mutually beneficial.

3. Community Engagement: Foster greater community engagement between Gypsy and Traveller
communities, local authorities, and settled residents to build trust and understanding. Encourage
dialogue, consultation, and collaboration to address concerns and find sustainable solutions to
managing unauthorised encampments.

4. Resource Allocation: Allocate sufficient resources, including dedicated staff and funding, to support
the implementation of negotiated stopping practices. This may involve investing in facilities such as
portable toilets, waste disposal services, and water supply to meet the needs of encamped communities.

5. Policy Development: Develop clear and comprehensive policies and guidelines on negotiated
stopping to provide a framework for its implementation. These policies should outline the roles and
responsibilities of various stakeholders, as well as the process for negotiating and monitoring
agreements.

6. Monitoring and Evaluation: Establish mechanisms for monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness
of negotiated stopping initiatives. Regular reviews and assessments can help identify areas for
improvement and ensure that the needs of Gypsy and Traveller communities are being met.

7. Advocacy and Awareness: Advocate for the rights of Gypsy and Traveller communities at local,
regional, and national levels. Raise awareness about the benefits of negotiated stopping and challenge
negative stereotypes and discrimination faced by these communities.

By implementing these recommendations, local authorities can work towards creating inclusive and
equitable solutions for managing unauthorised encampments while respecting the rights and cultural
heritage of Gypsy and Traveller communities.

About Us...

GATE Herts is a representative organisation for Gypsy and Traveller people across Hertfordshire. 

Our aim is to improve quality of life for our communities. We work in partnership to address the
issues which affect our Accommodation, Health, Education and Discrimination.

Contact us: 01707 247088 
Websites: gateherts.org.uk


