
Hate and Discrimination
Briefing

2024 GATE Herts



Legislation

Legislation aimed at protecting Gypsies and Travellers is not specifically outlined, although their status as distinct
ethnic groups affords them protection under existing laws, such as the Equality Act 2010. Legal precedents, like the
cases of CRE v Dutton [1989] QB 783 and O’Leary v Allied Domecq (unreported) (Case No CL 950275–79) July 2000
Central London County Court, have established Romany Gypsies, Irish Travellers, and Scottish Travellers as specific
ethnic groups entitled to full protection under the Equality Act 2010. It is crucial to acknowledge their status by
capitalising the terms "Gypsy" and "Travellers" in all relevant documents.

Public Sector Equality Duty imparts a responsibility to remove or minimise the disadvantages suffered by people due to
their protected characteristics; take steps to meet the needs of people from protected groups where these are different
from the needs of other people; and to encourage people from protected groups to participate in public life. 

Legal Definition

A racial hate crime is defined as any criminal offence perceived, either by the victim or any other person, to be
motivated wholly or partially by hostility or prejudice based on a person's race or perceived race. Additionally, hate
incidents encompass non-criminal acts perceived as motivated by hostility or prejudice based on various factors,
including race, religion, sexual orientation, disability, or transgender identity. These definitions serve as legal
frameworks to address and combat hate-motivated behaviour and provide avenues for victims to seek justice and
protection under the law.

Our Working definition

Anti-Gypsy Roma Traveller racism is a systemic, historically constructed, persistent and complex use of racist and
discriminatory discourse, used in a narrow sense to indicate anti-Gypsy Roma Traveller attitudes and expressions of
negative stereotypes. It is a multi-faceted phenomenon that has widespread social and political acceptance and is a
critical obstacle to the inclusion of Gypsy Roma and Travellers in broader society. It acts to prevent Gypsy Roma
Traveller people from enjoying, equal rights, justice, opportunities, gainful social-economic participation, and achieving
their full potential.

Overview

The 2018 Equalities and Human Rights Commission report, "Developing a National Barometer of Prejudice and
Discrimination in Britain," revealed alarming levels of negative sentiment towards Gypsies, Roma, and Travellers
people in comparison to other demographic groups. The report found that 44% of respondents expressed openly
negative feelings towards Gypsy, Roma and Traveller people, surpassing the levels of prejudice towards Muslims
(22%) and transgender people (16%). Subsequent surveys have corroborated these findings, highlighting a pervasive
and significantly higher degree of prejudice and negativity directed towards Gypsy, Roma and Traveller people
compared to other groups in the UK.  This is nothing new Gypsy, Roma, and Traveller people have always been
confronted with negative labelling, judgment, and assumptions, which have contributed to widespread discrimination
and marginalisation. As a result, these stereotypes create barriers that hinder Gypsy, Roma, and Traveller people from
accessing crucial resources such as education and employment. These harmful perceptions not only contribute to
social exclusion but also impede efforts to cultivate acceptance. Therefore, it is crucial to challenge these stereotypes
and biases to foster equality and inclusivity for GRT communities. By dismantling these barriers, society can create a
more equitable and accepting environment for all individuals, regardless of their ethnic or cultural background.

Moreover, Gypsy and Traveller people in the UK are disproportionately targeted by online hate speech and racist or
discriminatory language, as evidenced in research by GATE Herts in 2020, Hate: ‘As regular as rain’, which found that
hate crimes against Gypsy, Traveller and Roma people are described as almost a daily occurrence, ‘as regular as rain’,
as one respondent stated. When asked how commonly Gypsy, Traveller and Roma people experience hate speech or
hate crime, 78% of the survey respondents said that incidents of hate speech/crime happen very often. This included
discrimination from and within education and health services, racial bullying and victimisation within schools, online
racial hatred, and incitement of racial hatred within the media. The research also found that Gypsies, Roma and
Travellers are the number one target of online hate speech in the UK, accounting for 15% of racist or discriminatory
slurs overall.  This underscores the necessity for accessible reporting mechanisms to effectively address this issue.

https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/national-barometer-of-prejudice-and-discrimination-in-britain.pdf
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/national-barometer-of-prejudice-and-discrimination-in-britain.pdf
https://gateherts.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Rain-Report-201211.pdf


Under-reporting

A report commissioned by Gate Herts Hate: “As regular as rain” found that
despite experiencing frequent hate speech/incidents, Gypsy, Roma and
Traveller people exhibit low reporting rates due to the normalisation of such
experiences, lack of trust in authorities, and a perceived hassle in reporting
minor incidents. The majority view these incidents as routine and opt to
discuss them with family and friends rather than taking formal action
(Greenfields & Rogers, 2020). In 2023, the Centre on the Dynamics of
Ethnicity published its Evidence For Equality National Survey report. The
results quantified the extreme levels of racism that Gypsies, Roma and
Travellers experience. The report showed that: 62% of Gypsies and
Travellers had experienced a racial assault, which was the highest out of all
minority ethnic groups surveyed, and 47% of Roma people had been racially
assaulted (35% of which was a physical attack).  A report commissioned by
GATE Herts in 2018, Recognise, report, Resolve argued that the reluctance
to report is underscored by a prevailing belief that authorities may not
effectively address complaints (GATE Herts, 2018).

Four Main Types of Race Discrimination:

Direct Discrimination: This occurs when someone treats you worse than another person in a similar situation because
you are a Gypsy, Traveller, or Roma person.
Examples : A shop refuses credit to a Traveller because she lives on a caravan site.
A wedding venue charges a Gypsy couple more than other couples.
A youth club has different opening times for Roma and non-Roma children.
Indirect Discrimination: This happens when a service provider's way of working puts Gypsies, Travellers, or Roma
people at a disadvantage.
Example: A holiday park only accepts guests on the electoral register, making it harder for Gypsies, Travellers, and
Roma people to book holidays.
Harassment: Involves unwanted behaviour that you find offensive, frightening, humiliating, or upsetting.
Example: A Gypsy woman waiting to see her doctor overhears racist jokes from receptionists, feeling humiliated and
upset.
Victimisation: This occurs when a service provider mistreats you because you complained about discrimination or
supported someone else's complaint.
Example:A Traveller is turned away from a pub, and when his friend complains, they are both turned away.

Data collection
The full extent of hate crimes and incidents committed against Gypsy, Traveller and Roma people is hidden, as many
police forces do not record the ethnicity of victims in line with the Census 2021 categories. Police forces have reported
that whilst many recorded some ethnicity data for victims, this was often not disaggregated and done in a free text box,
with no effective mechanism to analyse or report on the data.  

Report Racism GRT (Gate Herts Project) which records and reports race hate has also found variable approaches from
police forces in investigating race hate against Gypsies, Travellers and Roma. Engagement work with the Crown
Prosecution Service (CPS), including through scrutiny panels, has highlighted issues with both appropriate levels of
investigations into race hate against Gypsy, Roma and Traveller people, as well as inconsistencies in approaches in
investigations and referral rates to the CPS.   This limitation impedes accurate assessment, resource allocation, and
the development of effective intervention strategies. Without comprehensive data, identifying trends, allocating
resources appropriately, and ensuring accountability within law enforcement becomes a daunting task.

Variable approaches in investigating hate crimes create inconsistencies and hinder effective responses. These differences,
stemming from jurisdictional and resource factors, result in unequal treatment for victims and barriers to accessing justice. To
address this, standardised protocols and training for law enforcement are essential to ensure consistent and thorough
investigations. This will promote trust within Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities and uphold principles of equality and
justice.

https://gateherts.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Rain-Report-201211.pdf
https://doc.ukdataservice.ac.uk/doc/9116/mrdoc/pdf/9116_code_evens_technical_report_final.pdf
https://gateherts.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Recognise-Report-Resolve.pdf
https://reportracismgrt.com/


The Impact of Media

The connection between mainstream media, social media, and
attitudes of public service staff is complex and often harmful,
contributing to institutional racism. There is a consensus that
exposure to racist stereotypes affects service providers and
perpetuates discrimination. Respondents surveyed in the Hate ’As
Regular as Rain’ report emphasised the role of media in
promoting hate speech and hate crimes, citing specific programs
like "My Big Fat Gypsy Wedding" and "The Truth About Traveller
Crime" as catalysts for increased prejudice (Greenfields & Rogers,
2020).

Streaming services and social media platforms are significant
contributors to the spread of hate speech, particularly targeting
marginalised communities like Gypsies, Roma, and Travellers.
Their wide reach and anonymity often embolden individuals to
express discriminatory views unchecked. Inadequate content
monitoring and moderation exacerbate the normalisation of hate
speech. To address this, platforms must enforce zero-tolerance
policies and ensure effective content moderation to foster a more
inclusive online environment.

Media outlets should strive to provide more balanced and
nuanced representations of Gypsy, Roma, and Traveller people.
This involves moving away from sensationalised narratives and
instead highlighting the diversity, resilience, and contributions of
these communities to society. By promoting more accurate and
respectful portrayals, media outlets can help challenge
stereotypes and foster greater understanding and acceptance of
Gypsy, Roma, and Traveller communities within society.

Political discourse

‘These people think the normal rules of civilised society do not apply to them’; 
‘...a big Traveller problem’; 
‘…an expensive menace...’; 
‘…people in the UK who repeatedly suffer from being besieged by Gypsy and Traveller communities’;  
‘This year Surrey has been particularly plagued by groups who descend on open land’.   Some examples of comments
made by elected officials when discussing Gypsy, Roma and Traveller people.

Inflammatory language from elected officials exacerbates social tensions and can contribute to the normalisation of
discriminatory attitudes and behaviours. When public figures use divisive rhetoric targeting Gypsy, Roma and Traveller
people, it not only fosters prejudice but also legitimises discriminatory actions. Such language undermines social
cohesion and can lead to increased instances of hate speech, discrimination, and violence.

Addressing this issue requires accountability and responsibility from elected officials to refrain from using language that
incites hatred or perpetuates stereotypes. Additionally, there should be mechanisms in place to hold officials accountable
for their words and actions, such as public scrutiny and consequences for promoting divisive rhetoric. By promoting
respectful and inclusive language, elected officials can help create a more harmonious and tolerant society.

https://gateherts.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Rain-Report-201211.pdf
https://gateherts.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Rain-Report-201211.pdf


Early childhood experiences

Childhood experiences for Gypsy, Roma and Traveller people often involve feelings of exclusion and "othering,"
particularly in school settings. GATE Herts supports the call for curriculum reform so that  Gypsy, Roma and Traveller
histories and cultural heritages are included and celebrated, promoting ethnic pride and awareness of their protected
status under anti-discrimination laws. School bullying is identified as a significant issue, leading to withdrawal from
school or attempts to hide ethnicity, with long-term consequences. Some resort to confrontational behaviour, which can
lead to school exclusions and involvement in the criminal justice system, perpetuating a harmful cycle.

Gypsy, Roma, and Traveller pupils facing bullying often encounter a lack of intervention, leaving them feeling
unsupported and overlooked. This failure to address bullying perpetuates a cycle of victimisation, leaving the targeted
individuals feeling isolated and powerless. Without timely and effective intervention, victims may hesitate to seek
assistance and may internalise their distress, exacerbating their well-being. To tackle this issue, proactive measures are
needed to ensure that victims feel heard, supported, and empowered to report incidents of bullying. By fostering a safer
and more inclusive environment, these measures can promote the well-being of all individuals involved.

The effects of hate and discrimination

Our report by Greenfields and Rogers (2020) on Gypsy, Roma, and Travellers underscored the profound impact of
hate crime experiences on mental health, as detailed in their study titled 'Hate as Regular as Rain'. Participants
consistently highlighted the enduringly demoralising effects of hate crime and hate speech on their lives. The data from
this study emphasised that being a victim of a hate crime significantly affects emotional well-being more than non-hate
crimes, potentially leading to devastating consequences, including an increased risk of suicide. An earlier All-Ireland
study in 2010 revealed alarming statistics: suicide prevalence among Irish Traveller women was six times higher than
that of women in the general population, while for Traveller men, it was seven times higher. The review indicated a lack
of evidence suggesting families sought preventive services and concluded that, more often, they resorted to drastic
measures, metaphorically stating that they 'reached out for the rope'.  This view is supported by findings in GATE Herts  
Toolkit: Our Voice: working with Gypsy and Traveller Youth in which researchers quoted the following statistics
“Experiencing hate crimes and exclusion from mainstream healthcare including mental health provision are believed to
contribute highly to suicide amongst Gypsy, Roma and Traveller youth”,  adding further “90% of community support
workers reported that clients who had lost their lives to suicide or attempted suicide had previously experienced a hate
incident”.  

A recent report commissioned by The Race and Health Observatory Inequalities in Mental Health Care for Gypsy,
Roma and Travellers, highlighted the fact that  Gypsy, Roma, and Traveller people often face significant traumas and
endure discrimination and racism from a young age. Further, revealing intergenerational trauma within these
communities, emphasising the necessity of trauma-informed approaches to foster mutual understanding between
professionals and community members.

https://gateherts.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Rain-Report-201211.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/b9c48a-all-ireland-traveller-health-study/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/b9c48a-all-ireland-traveller-health-study/
https://gateherts.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Our-Voice-toolkit-Final-PDF-DOC.pdf
https://gateherts.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Inequalities-for-Gypsy-Roma-Traveller-Main-Report-1.pdf
https://gateherts.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Inequalities-for-Gypsy-Roma-Traveller-Main-Report-1.pdf


Hiding in plain sight 

When talking to country people, you try to change yourself in case they
have something to say. You try to fit in with everyone; obviously, you
don't change how you dress or put yourself. But you try adjusting to fit in
and talk differently." A quote from one of the Traveller youth groups was
interviewed to inform GATE Herts. Our voice: tool kit Working with Gypsy
and Traveller youth.

The act of concealing one's ethnic identity, particularly prevalent among
marginalised groups such as Gypsies, Roma, and Travellers, imposes a
significant psychological burden due to the pervasive fear of facing
discrimination and hate speech. This heavy burden often leads to
profound feelings of isolation and alienation from mainstream society,
exacerbating the sense of marginalisation experienced by these
communities. To effectively address this issue, a comprehensive
approach is necessary, involving proactive and inclusive measures aimed
at fostering a sense of belonging while actively combating structural
violence. This strategy includes initiatives to promote cultural awareness
and appreciation, the creation of safe spaces where individuals can freely
express their identities without fear of judgment or persecution, and the
removal of institutional barriers that perpetuate inequality and exclusion.

Moreover, addressing the psychological impacts of concealing ethnic
identity requires concerted efforts to promote societal acceptance and
equity for all individuals, regardless of their ethnicity or cultural
background. By cultivating an environment characterised by empathy,
understanding, and inclusivity, society can mitigate the adverse effects of
discrimination and foster a more compassionate and equitable
community for everyone. This approach not only empowers marginalised
communities to embrace their identities without fear but also nurtures a
collective sense of belonging and solidarity, ultimately contributing to the
creation of a more harmonious and cohesive society.

Intersectionality

Intersectionality underscores how various social factors intersect to shape discrimination against Gypsy and Traveller
people. These individuals face prejudice due to their ethnic identity, economic status, and nomadic lifestyle. Factors like
systemic racism, poverty, and cultural stigma contribute to their marginalisation. Additionally, their mobility complicates
access to services and social acceptance. Within these communities, subgroup experiences vary; for instance,  women
often face compounded discrimination. Addressing these issues requires understanding the intersecting dynamics of race,
ethnicity, class, gender, and sexuality. A holistic approach is needed to combat systemic inequalities and foster inclusivity
for Gypsy and Traveller people.

Conclusion

This briefing paper highlights the profound and enduring impact of hate and discrimination on Gypsy, Roma, and
Traveller people, perpetuating harmful cycles of hate speech and systemic prejudice. This negative environment,
exacerbated by institutional racism, significantly contributes to alarming rates of suicide observed within these
populations, presenting a grave public health crisis. Urgent and decisive action is necessary to address these deep-
rooted inequalities and ensure the protection of Gypsy, Roma, and Traveller people from the pervasive threat of hate
and discrimination.

The psychological toll endured by individuals concealing their ethnic identity underscores the pressing need for
comprehensive and inclusive measures aimed at fostering a profound sense of belonging and actively combating
structural violence. Creating an environment where GRT individuals feel genuinely embraced and respected is
paramount in mitigating the adverse impacts of discrimination and nurturing positive mental well-being within these
marginalised communities. It is imperative to implement strategies that promote understanding, inclusivity, and equity
to address the root causes of discrimination and provide support for those affected by its detrimental effects.

https://gateherts.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Our-Voice-toolkit-Final-PDF-DOC.pdf
https://gateherts.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Our-Voice-toolkit-Final-PDF-DOC.pdf
https://gateherts.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Our-Voice-toolkit-Final-PDF-DOC.pdf


Recommendations

Addressing hate crimes targeting Gypsy, Roma, and Traveller (GRT) communities requires a multifaceted
approach involving various stakeholders across different sectors.

Firstly, the government must incorporate specific measures aimed at tackling race hate within national
strategies. This involves not only addressing hate crimes directly but also fostering social cohesion through
educational initiatives and community engagement efforts. Additionally, both national and local governments
should actively promote positive narratives about Gypsy, Roma and Traveller people, to challenge stereotypes
and foster understanding.

Police forces, play a crucial role in addressing hate crimes. They must improve their hate crime recording
practices to ensure comprehensive and accurate data collection. Moreover, providing specialised training to
personnel on identifying, investigating, and responding to hate crimes is essential to enhance their
effectiveness in addressing these offences.

Media regulatory bodies should strengthen existing measures to combat discriminatory coverage of Gypsy,
Roma and Traveller people. This includes enforcing stricter guidelines for reporting and promoting diversity in
media representation to counter harmful stereotypes. Similarly, social media companies must enforce zero-
tolerance policies for online hate speech targeting marginalised communities to create a safer online
environment.

Political parties also have a responsibility to prevent hate speech by reviewing their Codes of Conduct to
explicitly prohibit such language. By fostering a culture of respect and inclusion within political discourse,
parties can contribute to creating a more tolerant and respectful society.

Schools and educational institutions should actively address bullying and racism while promoting inclusive
narratives. This involves incorporating diversity and inclusion into curricula, providing training for staff, and
creating safe spaces where all students feel valued and respected, regardless of their background. By
addressing these issues proactively, schools can play a vital role in fostering a more inclusive and supportive
environment for Gypsy, Roma and Traveller students.

About Us...

GATE Herts is a representative organisation for Gypsy and Traveller people across Hertfordshire. 

Our aim is to improve the quality of life for our people. We work in partnership to address the
issues which affect our Accommodation, Health, Education and Discrimination.

Contact us: 01707 247088 
Websites: gateherts.org.uk


