
 Embracing Diversity:  Gypsies and Travellers in Hertfordshire 

Hertfordshire, a county steeped in history and natural beauty, has long been a destination for 

Gypsies and Travellers. These communities, with their rich cultural heritage and vibrant traditions, 

have woven themselves into the fabric of Hertfordshire over many generations. 

For centuries, Hertfordshire has been a traditional route for Gypsies and Travellers. In the past, they 

made their livelihoods through seasonal work, traversing the countryside to participate in activities 

such as hop picking in Kent, fruit harvests in Kent and Cambridgeshire, and vegetable harvests in 

Lincolnshire. The landscape of Hertfordshire, with its fertile fields and bustling markets, provided 

opportunities for these communities to thrive. 

Some of the earliest settled sites in Hertfordshire, such as Sandy Lane and Holwell Place, date back to 

before the 1960s. These sites have become interwoven with the history of the county, with many 

families still residing on the same land where their ancestors once lived. Multi-generational families 

have formed tight-knit communities, where the traditional way of living in extended family groups is 

preserved and cherished. 

Living on these sites facilitates a close bond between families, with siblings often raising their 

children side by side. This sense of community is central to the identity of Gypsies and Travellers in 

Hertfordshire, fostering a strong connection to both their heritage and the land they call home. 

Traditions and cultural practices play a significant role in the lives of Gypsies and Travellers in 

Hertfordshire. From vibrant celebrations of music and dance to intricate crafts passed down through 

generations, these communities bring a richness and diversity to the county's cultural tapestry. 

Traditional events such as horse fairs and gatherings provide opportunities for families to come 

together and celebrate their shared heritage. 

Despite facing challenges and discrimination, Gypsies and Travellers have become an integral part of 

Hertfordshire society. Their contributions to the local economy, through work in agriculture and 

other industries, are invaluable. Moreover, their presence enriches the cultural landscape of the 

county, fostering a spirit of diversity and inclusion. 

In recent years, efforts have been made to promote understanding and dialogue between settled 

communities and Gypsies and Travellers. GATE Herts an organisation aimed at bridging the gap and 

promoting social cohesion has emerged, fostering a sense of unity and mutual respect. 

As Hertfordshire continues to evolve and grow, it is essential to recognize the valuable contributions 

of Gypsies and Travellers to the county's heritage and identity. By embracing diversity and fostering a 

spirit of inclusivity, we can build a brighter future for all residents of Hertfordshire, where every voice 

is heard, and every culture is celebrated. 
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